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What is Emancipation Day?

Th ’ﬁ ¥‘ear, Taxes Are

’ pril 18,2011 April 15 is the traditional due date for federal income taxes. It’s a deadline so ingrained in
the American psyche that the April 15 calendar date is often called, simply, “Tax Day”. At least that’s what we used to think!

In 2011, however, federal taxes aren’t due Apnl 15. They’re due April 18. It’s because of a combination of holiday, calendars,
and tax law. Good stuff, right?!

The change centers on Emancipation Day.

Emancipation Day is a public celebration in the District of Columbia. Named a holiday in 2005, Emancipation Day honors
President Abraham Lincoln’s April 16, 1862 signing of the Compensation Emancipation Act.

Tax Extensions Also Delayed by a Few Days

Emancipation Day is a non-working day in the nation’s capitol but, this year, Emancipation Day‘falls ona Satprdgy. The .
municipality will observe the holiday Friday instead. This means that all of Washington, D.C. will be “closed” Friday, April 15
— the usual tax filing deadline date.

This includes the IRS.

Therefore, to accommodate Emancipation Day, the government is extending this year’s federal tax filing d.eadline to April 18,
2011. This year marks the second time Emancipation Day has forced the change of federal tax filing deadlines.

Also, as a non-related coincidence, tax filers in Iowa taking extensions to October 15 will also get a few extra days. October 15
is a Saturday so the extended tax deadline rolls over to the following Monday — October 17, 2011.

Procrastinators celebrate! This is great news for you &
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